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T H B 

STATESMAN FOIL'D. 

A C T I. 

Scene* An Apartment in Lord Crafty 9 s Houfe* 
Mean well and Emilia* 

MeanwelL 

\V HAT you intimate, my dear Emilia, of the 
^difficulties I have to encounter, in gaining your 
uncle's confent to our marriage, gives me the 
greatcft concern. — I came to town in hopes, that, 
as my offers were not contemptible, and had your 
fanftion, they would meet with a favourable re- 
ception from him. 

Em. You had reafon for your hopes, as far a* 
you knew any thing of my fituation. — But there 
are fome unfortunate circumftances, you are not 
apprized of. — Since Lord Craftfs advancement to 
great power, he has formed very different views 
-for me, and I may fay for himfelf too, as to my 
marriage. 

B Mtan. 
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Mean. Different views Emilia! What views? 
Em. Conne&ion, you know, is fo neceflary to 
the fupport, as well as rife of a minifter, that every 
thing elfe gives way to it. — No man has more atten- 
tion to this than Lord Crafty \ nor perhaps more 
occafion for it. 

Mean. But how does that relate to you ? 
Em. He imagines, his intereft may be ftrength- 
cn'd by a new alliance through my marriage : and 
you need not wonder then, that I am deftin'd to 
be a facrifice to his fchemes.— I was brought up 
from the* country for thispurpofc; and -am now 
tiponlhow here,that he may make the befbmarket 
of me. 

Mean. Monftrous proceeding! But has his lord- 
fhip no latent feelings of tendernefs,.by which, you 
may work on him to make fome allowance for your 
peace of mind ?, 

Em. % As to feelings of tendernefs, Mr; Mean- 
well, great men have feldom any fuch weaknefs 
about them. It is, for the moft part, by an heroic 
infenfibility, as to all concern for others, they rife 
to power, and maintain themfelves in it. At leaft, 
I believe, Lord Crafty is intirely free from failings 
of that kind. — I am forry to acknowledge, he 
feems actuated by nothing but a felfifli ambition, 
and a fondnefs for private pleafures. 

Mean Indeed I might have reafonablyfufpe&ed 
fo. — For he has deluded Mr. Worthy, a particular 
friend of mine, by a feries of promifes, to ruin 
himfelf in fupporting his intereft. — Worthy, has ex- 
haufted his fortune, by a conftant attachment to 
Jiim, for a number of years; during which he 
negledted every other means of eftablifliment : and 
now, that his lordfhip has it in his power to pro- 
vide amply for him, he evades doing any thing ; 
and will, moft probably, let him fink into the deepeft 
diftrefs. » 

5 Em. 
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Em. I htiCf,Mx.Wdrtby is not the only.inftahce 
cf his lorclftup's impartiality to his friends. 

Mean. But to return to our own bufinefs. — Muft 
I then give up all hopes. 

Em. No. — There is no occafion for defpair ftill. 
—Be patient ; and wait fome favourable event. . 

Mean. And lofe you-, in the mean time, by your 
uncles compulfion, or artifice. 

Em. Don't fear that. As to compulfion, his 
authority cannot reach fo far. — And, as to artifice, 
did you ever hear of a ftatefman's being an over- 
match for a woman ? • 

Mean. Really, I cannot fay I did: — though cun- 
ning is the fort of modern politicians. 

Em. .Make yourfelf eafy, then.— -For this, at 
Jeaft, I will promife you, that Lord Crafty (hall 
never induce me to marry any man but yourfelf.—- 
Depend upon it, he fhall never make me a link of 
his party connexions. 

Mean. Your affurances of this give me the 
greateft fatisfaftion. 

Em. Til try for once, though I am but a novice 
in the art of evaiion, if I cannot pra&ife it to as 
much purpofe with Lord Crafty, as he conftantly 
does with others. — Confide in my word, that no* 
thing (hail make me break my engagements with 
you. 

A I R I, 

My earlieft love, I will preferve ; 
Norjhall my heart, from truth, ferfwervet. 
Honour, in vain, its bait fhall lay : 
In vain, fhall wealth, its lure difplay .* 
Nor time, nor ahfence, make me range -, 
Nor power compel a pliant change. 
My faith, like adamantine rock, 
Shall Jland the farce of ev'ry JhocL 

B 2 Mean* 
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Mun. Thefc declarations of ydor conftahcf ,. and 
refolution, have quieted my fears. But wfcat filr* 
iher expectations may I flatter myfetf with ? 

£i». Perhaps, when Lord Cm//y finds, he cannot 
any tfay make me anfwer his views, he may faffer 
me to purfue my own. 

Mean. Butt, my dear Emilia, why fhould we 
wait a tedious time, for an uncertain event. You 
owe no obedience to an uncle, who a£ts frith you 
on thefe principles. — Condefcend to make me 
happy immediately ; and let him do as he plcafes. 

Em. Bur, then, I lofe my fortune > which is left: 
me on condition, I marry with his confent : and 
he is too much a politician, to want a gkrfs for any 
thing that makes for his intereft. 

'Mean, Let him be as mean as he will. — It is but 
the lofs of a few thoufand pounds, given up to 
purchafe our eafe and happinefe. 

Em* But thofe few thoufand pounds, in cooler 
hours, will have a very material weight in our 
little affairs. I am not for romantic extremes, 
The mid way is generally the beft : 2nd it is 
that, we fhould purfue at prefcnt. 

$dean. I am all obedience to every thing you 
(hall diftate. 

Em. By aftually marrying without my uncle's 
confent, I lofe the right to my fortune : but not 
by rejecting any propofals from him.-^I may there* 
fore baffle his fchemes, by conftantly refuting his 
recommendation, or fhewing it is not in my power 
to accept them. 

Mean. But how do you mean, Emilia, he is to 
be fhewn, it is not in your power to accept them ? 

Em. FJ1 give you a promife of marriage, under 
my h^nd: and, if neceflary, it may be produced to 
him. This will convince him, his fphemes arc inru 
pra&icable ; and yet nqt intitle him to tkke any 
advantage of me. When he is fatisffcd, no point 

can 
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can be galn'd, by refilling his content to tfc* lie 
may poflibly confider, whether fbme convenience 
cannot be found in granting it. 

'Mian. My dear Emlia> you will rejoice me, in 
confenting to have this done immediately. Til 
have the form of fuch a promife prepaid inftantly t 
and wait on you to fign it.— I flull be impatient 
till it be completed. 

Em. Set about it then : and you will find «e 
ready to perform my part, 
. Mean. You oblige me beyond meafore.— I can* 
not exprefs the fenfc, I have of your goodnefs.-~* 
Tour prudence excites my admiration, as much a$ 
your oonftancy does my gratitude. 

A I R II. 

My juv'nile reafop formed the choice ;, 

And call 9 d you to my breafi: 
Inflate mature, its louder voice 
. Proclaimed that choice the b$+ 
Virtue ; to ev'ry grace you joint 

Mike both good and fair : 
Keen wit, witbfenfe, youftill combine : 

And truth beyond compare. 

PU not lofe a moment in getting the thing you 
have propos'd difpatch'd. \.g°i*& 

Enter Lord Crafty. 

Em. (Aftie to Mean well J Here's my Lord Crafty* 
(To Lord Crafty. ) Mr. Meanwell 9 my lord, an old 
neighbour of mine in the country ; who is come to 
town on fome particular affairs. 

L. Crafty. I am very glad to fee you here, Sir \ 
and hope, we (hall have that pleafure frequently 
while you ft4y. t If you have any bufinefs on foot, 

in 
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Sn which I can be df feryice to you, you will find 
me very ready on all occafions. 

Mean. (Afide.) To make promifes, you never 
dream of performing.— (To Lord Crafty. J I am 
much obliged to your lordfhip. I fhall do myfelf 
the honour of waiting on yots. [Going. 

L. Crafty. I beg I may not drive you away, Sir. 

Em. Mr. Meanwell was going when your lord- 
fliip came. He has an engagement at prefent. 

[Exit Meanwell. 

L. Crafty. A good handfome, gentlemanlike 
man, Emelia. Has he any intereft in the boroughs 
in your neighbourhood, or a ftrong alliance in the 
county ? We fhould try to make him ufeful, if he 
be a man of any weight. 

Em. Oh, both, Sir.— He is very much regarded : 
and upon my word, if I may be allowed to give 
my judgment, I never met with a man, who had 
fo prevailing a way, in all my life. 

L. Crafty. Very good, very good. Pray be 
mightily civil to him, then. — No opportunity 
fhould be loft of making friends on eafy terms.— 
A little extraordinary notice from a great man's 
family, flatters thefe country gentlemen out of 
their very fenfes, as ftifF patriots as they pretend 
to be. Afk him to come here as often as he likes, 
»*-By a little art, I dare fay, you may get influ* 
ence enough to make him (launch for us. 

Em. I do not doubt it, Sir. I'm glad, I have 
your commands for it : but really I was juft think- 
ing to treat him as you propofe. — As to my influ- 
ence over him, I make no qdeftion of bringing 
him to a clofe conneftion, there will be no danger 
of his breaking foon. 

L. Crafty. Do you think fo. — Well, I am glad 
to find you are fhaking off your country fimplicityj; 
^nd growing fo much a woman of the world.— 
Example is not loft on you, I fee.-~Therc*s no- 
thing 
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thing to be done without fome addfefs.^— Art and 
confidence are every thing, Emelia. Thqy are the 
fundamentals of policy, t ^whence all greatnei* 
fprings*, and your fex may employ your talent* 
in this way,; to very inajbetiftl pijrpofes, , as well 
as the men. You fee it, ia the French* who have 
the moft refin'd, politics in the world, though the 
women diredt them. 

Em. I begin tp be.fen/itfleof jt* {fly lord, and 
iKope I MN improve by this feiTpQ. . i!U try to give 
your lordfhip a fample worth your notice, in the 
very inftar^ce yoq hayerecoiftmended* 
. L. Crafty. Pray do. , tifhall rejoice to fee it.— ■ 
,But this puts me in mifld of what I came to you 
about. 1 1 have a new 4 prqpo&l of. marriage, which 
has been juft made to m$, to.hy before you: and 
,1 beg, yon will confider of it. 

Em v I fancy; that wquld be needlefs, my lord. 
For, before I have v hgd ti?ne» you'll fave nje th^ 
trouble- by bringing me jnothpr. This is the fourth 
or fifth within a month. * . j 

L. Crafty. Well, fo much the better, if the lat- 
ter were always fuperiorfo $e former. 

Em. I think fo, my lord: and, therefore, it 
would be ftill right to give ottrfelves no trouble of 
confidering about this. Becaufe, by the fame rule 
it would be alway beft to wait for a future one. 

L. Crafty. You are a itrange perverfe girl, Eme- 
lia, for playing trie off in this manner, whenever 
I talk to you of a match. But the prefent offer is 
as good as I wifti. There is an immenfe fortune : 
and I can procure what eife may be wanting, to 
make you a great lady. , 

Em. And pray, my lord, what perfonal quali- 
fications go along with this fortune. I prelum e 
fomething admirable in that way.— Perhaps the 
reverend age of feventy, or upwards, makes one 
of them. 

L. Crafty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



< t ) 

£. Crafty* No* not fo much, by twenty. 

Em. That's extraordinary, confidei4ng the for* 
mer amiable pcrfonages, you have recommended 
tome. 

JL Crafty. Well, and what then.— Art not a great 
fortune, and high rank, fufficient to gain a woman 
pka/furc in this wide Worid, without concerning her- 
self about the perfonal qualifications of her hulbandf 
¥ou talk tike a raw girl, Etnelia. Company, and 
more knowledge of the world, will teach you 
better in time. 

Em. The wide world, my lord, may furnifti fof- 
ficient pleafures to hi|jh*bred married ladies, who 
fcek them abroad, without taking their hufbands 
into the account. But J am fo fpoilt by a narrow 
country education, that I propofe to look for mine 
at home: at lead, till thefe illuftrious example's 
Jiave a&ually rtfin'd me; which I fancy will be 
difficult. So I beg, your lordfliip would prefs me 
1*0 longer to marry at prefent ; or let mthave a 
man I like. 

AIR III. 

: JLct ladies guy fir pltajurt ream*. 

And flirt it through the town, . 
JmeAntoftekmyjfiystfhme: 

Such joys as Hymen crow*. 
From wedlock's bounds, I'll not depart \ 

Nor lake a under courfe. 
iter, with my fond, HUgivetybyirt* 

For fetter, . And far worfe. 

$hro* fajhion's rput 9 . and folly* s maze % 
Jnier will vainly rove : 



. But prudence Jhall dire 8 my ways j 
. And fonftancy m* 



my love. 
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No pujjtonfond,jball man impart f 

That flows from fouler four ce. 
As, with my band* F 11 give my heart* ~ 

For bettfr> and foY worft. , 

No apifbfop, nor Sol \ nor rake* 

My favour Jhau attain i s 
No antiquated lord, Pll take ; 

Norfhare the mifer's gain. 
Of fool, or knave, who ails the par t+ 

Would prove to me a curfe. 
Since* with my band, Pll give my heart , 

For better, and for wdrfe. 

You have heard what is my relblutlon. Find mt 
& huflband, my lord, I can love ; and I will mod 
dutifully obey yOur commands in marrying him. 
\ [Curtjying. 

L. Crafty. I am Vefy mUch obliged to you, Mils, 
For tjiis great conceffion •, and have not the leaft 
doubt of your Ancerity. Irtdted, I have fo good 
kti opinion of your fex, that I believe all the young 
Wbmefi in Great Britain would be dutiful on the 
fame terms. But I ftiall brinjg y6ur ldvet to you 
Fofr all this. 

Em. And t (hall be veiry civil td him, it hfc have 
itiy intereft in boroughs, of a fttojhg alliance in the 
County. — But, as your lordfhip feems to have' no- 
thing further to communicate, you will excufe my 
retiring, as I have a little engagement on my hands 
at prefertt. [Exit. 

i. Crafty*. Get you gone* you young ftiffi 
heck'd rebel. It is' more trouble to lead fuch a 
tme as you* than a reftive fenatfc, Thefe women 
puzzle the greateft politicians more than the publifc 
affairs : and, faith, theirs is the moft difficult op- 

C pofitioft 
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pofition to get the better of: becaufc. you never 
know what they want. 

A I R IV. 

To govern a turbulent ftate, 

By cunning and art, we prevail: 
But when to contend, is our fate, 

With women, we find them to fait. 
At thefe weapons, they foil us Jo f aft, 

Spite of all our experience andjkill\ 
We muft yield them the laurel at laft, 

If, whats right, we would duly fulfil* 

For all this, you will not get the "better of me, 
Mifs Emelia: though you are very fly. As much 
artifice are your fex poffefs, we ftatefmen exceed 
you in it. 5 Tjs true, you fool a great many men ; 
but we ftill out-do you for numbers •, and in fait, 
biing it about by the feme means. — For we infa- 
tuate them by a fine outfide, as you do, till we get 
fuch poffeflion of their minds, that we can turn 
their attachment to us, to our own advantage. In 
performing this too, we play the modeft, the con- 
fident, the coy, and the compliant, at proper times, 
as well as you can. You may triumph over other 
men : but I'll (how you, that a thorough-breci mo- 
dern politician will be a match for the beft of 
you. [Exit f 

Scene, A Room in Worthy 9 s Houfe* 
Worthy and Sally at a Table, with wine and glafes. 

Sally. Don't be fearful, Mr. Worthy, Lord 

Crafty fhall do you juftice yet. — We'll ferve this 

treacherous wily ftatelman as he deferves* and make 

2 '. his 
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his own cunning* and vices his punifliment. As 
you have engaged me to undertake it/ every thing 
fhall be done that is in my power; and FU play the 
part of your wife with as much zeal, as if I were 
to. I have been two hours at my toilet, muring 
Cupid to be of our party ; and, with his afliftance, 
you (hall foon have fatisfaftion of this falfe friend. 
But drink another glafs $ and be chearful in the 
mean time. 

A I R V. 

• Let forrow ftraitway banijh'd be : 
And fear no place retain. 
With CupidV aid, you'll quickly fee, 

A conqueft great, Til gain. 
Weil pierce ttf offender through the heart, 
Yet never wound thefkin : 
"' Such power peculiar hd$ love's dart, 
To aft alone within. 

Captive, in antrous bonds enthral? d, 

The traitor thus ft) all grant, 
. On terms that cannot be recall' d, % • 

Whate'er we afk, or want. 
Then tflke a full confoling glafs % 

And to fuccefs we'll drink. 
For daftards, let m never pafs; * 

Though placed on danger's brink. 
# [They drink 

Tf^or. Well, Sally, all my future hopes depend on 
your management of this affair: and if fuccefs at- 
tend it, you may depend on the reward I have pro- 
mifed. 

Sally. Oh! never mention the reward.- — You 
have always been good-natur'd to me, and gene- 
rous, when I had occafion for it. The pleafure of 
fcrving you would go beyond any reward. 

C z Wor. 
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Wor. But remember, that, ift Lord Crafty, yoit 
have to deal with a great adept in intrigue of every; 
kind : and that you qiyft reckon upon nothing 
from him, but what you obtain good fecurity for. 

Sally. Never fear. HI ftrike while the iron's 
hot.< — I ftiall have a double hold of him : his va- 
nity, and his fondnefs for women :" and if I do not 
lead him as great a length as you wife, fay, I am 
not fit to be fent on this errand. I am miftrefc 
enough of the trag$4y r?nt, to P^y t^ c pathetic 
with him : as you know, I took fome pains in it, 
when I had thoughts of going on the ftage, - An4 
as to the coaxing part, nature has provided all our 
fex with a pretty good ftock of that talent. Befides, 
my own frailty has thrown me in? the way of a to* 
lerable {ftare of experience qf thir weaknefs of 
men. 

Wor. Indeed I dp not know any body fetter 
qualified to enter the lifts with him ? and I have 
fome hopes, you will come off victorious, 

Sally. N^ver doubt it. I underftand my pro* 
feflion, as well as he docs his, I warrant him : and 
I nevpr faw the two clafh with each other, but that 
mine had the beft of it. I think after all, we are the 
moft dextrous, 4s ^ell as the moft hone{t— Indeed 
#11 proftitqtion is 

Wor. But remember, you are to be Mrs. Wor-, 
thy, my fpoufe, till, this affair he concluded. I beg, 
therefore, you'll put on the referv'd decorum of a 
wife ; and not bp more ingenuous ,th$n is fuit^le 
%o that ftation. 

Sally. Very well, Ml begin to take properly 
upon me: and yoii may depend upon it, I will do 
nothing that fhoul^l injure your honour, ^verp it at 
ftake, by my being aftually your wife. 

Wor. You will manage then with great dift 
eretioq. 
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Sally. Perhaps that may not be necaflary on this 
occafion.— - It is not by yielding, and granting, but 
Befitting and refuGng, we women fucceed moft in 
critical cafes. I am, perhaps, not fo well form'd 
as Ibme of my fex for playing this game, or I 
could win great ftakes by it, I am certain. 

A I R VI. 

We, by yielding, are often undone % 

And, by granting, we feldom much gain: 

She, who covets to rife, fhould thenfhun 
To give pleafure in/lead of love's pain. 

For, when Cupid has made a deep wound, 
, On our favour, relief muft defend: 

But this favour apply' d* it is found, 
A quick cure, that dependence, will end. 

Thus the tender endearing fond maid, 
Who diffolves in your arms with a kijs 9 

JCou, with raptures, embrace, quite afraid, 
' Per to lofefo tranfporting a blifs. 

Yet, ah me I 'tis too fervent to Ufi; 
JTou'refoon cloy'd with fo lufcious a fan. 

$a4 difguft fills your mind at what's pafi ; . 
And the nymph lives no longer your care,. 

But the artful defigningfalfe prude, 

! Who at djjlance can keep you in play, 
. Onpoffeffion, ne'er lets you intrude \ 

And, for what you dotft get, makes you pay. 
JVbence, though dupes of their we^knefs, eacbfe% 

Still revenge on the other their caufe : 
jfndfrom nature refultfuch ejfefts, 

As exceed all the wifdom of laws. 

Wor. Temptation, however, Sally, will not lead 
yeuout of the right way in the prefent undertaking, 
gut it is now time to fet about it, 

Sally. 
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: $$!ty. I fly. -—Hope for the beft \ and adieu. 

[Exit. 

Wor. I cannot help regretting, neverthelefc, that I 

am redue'd to this expedient. . But, after all, who 

& proper to oppofe to an infidipus ftatefman, is an 

intriguing woman. .. ... 

Enter MeanwdU. 

Mr. Meanwell, you are welcome to town. "This is 
a vifit I did not expeft. 

Mean. My dear friend, I am glad to fee you ; 
but not in this fituation.-— I find Lord Crafty k^eps 
you ftill in fufpence; and am afraid it mult end in 
the difappointment of your expe&ations, and the 
injury of your fortune. 

Wor. It has ended fo already.— rl am no longer 
in fufpenfe as to his intentions : and my fortune is 
ruined. The perfidious wretch, fearing me likely 
to grow importunate, in proportion as I might 
become neceffitous, rid himfelf of that apprehen- 
fion, by giving me a full difmiffion j and affuring 
me I had nothing to expedt. 

Mean. Intolerable! — I could not bear it: — but 
fhould affaflinatc fuch a man, to make an example 
of him. 

Wor. You are too fanguine in your notions of 
refentment. Mine, though an unhappy one, is 
far from' being a lingular cafe. We mould, have 
murder as common as adultery, if it were always 
tp be committed on fuch ocxrafions •, and difledions 
as frequent at Surgeon' s-ball> as divorces at fipftofs* 
Commons. I am going to take a gentler and fafer 
revenge on his lordftiip. 

Mean. Pray, what's that f 

Wor. I have put it in bis way, to form a defign 
of feducing my wife : and I make no doubt, but 
he will this very day attempt it. 

Mean, 
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Mean. .A ftrange revenge, indeed! I did not 
know you were married: and I imagined too, you 
had been more delicate* than to have made fuch 
mi ufe of your wife's honour. 

Wer. You imagb'd right. But what I propofe 
pwy be done without that inconvenience. My wife 
may have no more real exiftencc than his profcft 
friendship, or defign of ferving me. In fhort, he 
has deceived me fo often, 1 have for once at- 
tempted to play the fame game with him ; and 
try, if I cannot recover all, 1 have loft, with a fingie 
lucky Caft: of art. 

Mean. I wife you fuccefe, as you have under* 
taken it. — Though I am Jbrry you are reduced to 
fuch a fhift. — But diftrefs and ill ufagc may, in lbmc 
meafure juftify what would otherwifc be unfit for 
a gentleman. — Nothing elfe I think could make 
it eligible. 

Wor. 'Tis fine talking at land of ftorms and 
(hipwreck. But, if ever you (hould feel any mo- 
tives, as ftrongly as thofe which now actuate me, 
you will perhaps have as little hefitation about the 
delicacy of the means. 

A I R VII. 

When raging anger heats the foul, 

With fierce refentment's ardent glow, 
Who can their conduit then controul I 

Or who to reafon's rule can bow ? 
Vengeance frm me demands its due, 

Norftaysjhe e'er the means to fcan. 
So wrath Jhall now my foe purfue. 

Such wrath as fires the injur 9 d man. 

But not to trouble you longer with my concerns,' 
how goes on your affair with Lord Crafty' s niece 
Emilia ? 

Mean. 
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: Mean. Not fo well as I could wiffi: 
> Wor. I am forry for it ; and guefs whete the o1># 
flruftlon lies.— But fuppofe my wife was to exert 
her abilities to ferve you, as well as me. 'Tife not 
impoffible, but that, by this means, we might gain 
Lord Crafty's confent to your marriage, at the fame 
time we were carrying the other points. 

• Mean. Do you think fo ? I fhould be infinitely 
oblig'd to you for it. Can you really flatter m* 
with fuch a hope ? 

Wor. I fancy 'tis not impra&icable t and I would 
do any thing to ferve you. — But I am forry, Mean* 
well, you are redue'd to fuch a fhift. Don't you 
think it a thing unfit for~a gentleman * and which 
nothing but diftrefs, and ill ufage, could in any 
meafure juftify, and make eligible ? Or had you 
forgot to allow for love ? Confider whether it is 
not better to give up Emilia, than fubmit to fuch 
a meannefs ? 

• Mean. Oh, dear Worthy, it admits of no con* 
fideration. I beg your pardon ; and feel fufficiently 
the lafli of your fatire.— 4$ut how can we fet about 
what you propofe ? 

Wor. I cannot dire&Iy point out the means*— 
luordCrafty will, inall probability, be decoy'd hithef; 
on an aflignation with my fuppos'd wife. Be ready 
to attend at the notice I will give you : tod It may 
not be improper, Emilia fhould be at hand. — In the 
mean time, inform her of fo much of this matter, as 
may be fit for her to know. — But there is one thing 
more, very requifite to be done. — Get a declatation 
of Lord Craftfs confent to Emilia's marriage with 
you drawn up, ready to be fign'd, that we rtiay fix 
him, if ari opportunity offer. He would, perhaps* 
play the occafion^l conformift with us, otherwife; 
and recant afterwards. 

Mean. I will do what you advife: and your no- 
tice 
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tice will find me, either according to this dire&ionr 
or at Lord Crafty's. 

Wor. Well, but before you go, let us drink one 
glafs to the fuccefs of our joint caufe; and of every 
other good caufe,' public, or private. 

A I R VIII. 
DUE T. ' 

Worthy. 

May right, and liberty prevail*, 

While peace and plenty crown our days : 

May perfidy, and fraud, e'er fail \ 

And tbofe be f corn' d, who take fuch way** 

Meanwell. 

Let honeft men fuccefsful be : 
:> And knaves meet a difaftrous fall* 
Let ev'ry bleffing prove the fee 
. Of merit) to begain'd by all. 

Both. 

This fentiment, we ever think: 

This noble toajt, we now will drink. [drink. 



End of the Fipvt Act. 
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Scene, A Room in Lord £rafty's Houfe. 

Lord Crqfty wit^i Papers. 

IT'S a (hocking thing, a rp^n of high ranjc can- 
not have the profits, and power of great offices, 
without any trouble about the bufinefs.— I have 
neither leijufe, nor liking, for fuch mechanic appli- 
cation. — Newmarket; Whites, levees^ and a due / at- 
tendance on the fair fe*, by way of relaxation, are 
more than fufficient, without fuch tirefome employ- 
ments as reading and writing. — I fee but one way 
to get rid of all this puzzlhJg work. — HI take a 
man of letters, a&d an orator, for my fecretary r 
and he {hall read, write, fpeak, apd, think for me. 
Then, 1 (hall have no more to do, but to make 
promifes, take the money, and. give away the 
places. This will be an improvement-, that, I 
flatter myfelf, all other able minifters will fooa 
follow.. 

Enter Minute. 

Attn. My lord, a very handfome lady, who fays 
(he is the wife of Mr. Edward fForthy^bcgs ad- 
mittance to your lordfhip, 

L. Crafty. Worthy** wife! I did not know he 
had one: but, if fhe be fo handfome > let her 

in. 
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ifa. [Exit. ;Minttte;] Thtfe wom«ft fittd out, they 
am ibacced with us gttat pecfpte letter thrn th8 
men. Arid, faith, if thfc mcrt W*re flot (o coil* 
ceiied, and over fcrupttteus, they tfotikl oftrifer effl* 
pfcjjr f f ehi,j frhert th<iy cfcn deptfte-iuch as arc hihdi 
fcrinc Fine eyes fcfcifoH* us ; a p^tty rribiflSh 
jieriroades ti*i thfc Jfcaving of a -fcfeatitiful bofbiti 
makes us fyfnpathize ; and when tflfe ?£ft is fecial* 
the powers of fo many charms a&ing together, 
piuft be irrififtible* • / 

Enter Sally. 

[Aftde^ kVitiiSt t protfeft! mH,p€rfhy x your 
moft obedient ftonftiS fefrvarlt^What cbmriunds 
have you to honour nie "^jtH? 

Sally. I cotrte, ifeny idfrd, rtdt to Iqticit Favours \ 
but to eafe my mhi<£ bf i , epro2fciiin& you for your 
inhumanity.^-P^lfedKitls rhrfrt, to deceive, even to 
his ruin, one of-th^- tttt}ft rnfritbrious aria faithful 
of your ffientR - — .* 

L. Crafty: S^are fog, &jr ^ear ma^amVipare me. 
*— I own, Jhavfc bfefch to bterrie jji he£leAing your 
hufband. But hadltt ftnt you fqbner to plead for 
him, yoji muft have, prevailed. For no mortal fjefh 
Scan withftarid fo mitny charms. .',- ..,-..... 

^ Sally. Your compliments %o me, my Lor^,, arc a 
ppor amends for the real ill 1 fuffer. t look upon 
thern to have jiift as mtfph meaning,, as your pro- 
mises to 'my husband, 

L. Crafty. Have moic candour, dear madam.-— 
I pofitively mean all I fay. Let me beg we. may 
be recoiicird. For my own part, I am much dif- 
pos'd to be a warm friend, to you ; and this fi^atl 
be the earnett of it. [Offers (o kifi ber, wbkb fhe 
ippofes. 

Sally, \jfit go, my Lord; and do &:>t add iri- 
P a folencc 
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(okncc to ctfSeUjr.— Your attempt to liberties with 
me, completes your barbarity.— Airt I, becaufe you 
have redue'd me to the meaneft ftate in circum- 
ftances, to be us'd,, as if I were, alfc, in the lowed as 
tp morals? *Tis favage!-— But [weeping.] indigence 
pxpofes us tOHev'ry.evil and contempt;- and we^that 
have enjoy'drtfee fweets pf ^uence, fuffcr moft 
fenlibiy from it. f . 

AIR IX. ' 4 

fbefwallow projprous foafs on bigb % 

While fummer^s warmth prevails % 
' And* /porting in the ambient Jky* 

w With ev'ryjoy regales. . 

But when, by winter* s blafts o 9 tria 9 en> 

Her vigroils flight is croft* ' 
how on the earth* Jhe muft remain* 

Till trampled o'er and lofl. 
So fare all ibofe* whom haplefs chance* 

From wealth to want* have caft. 
NegleSiy and /corn, their grief inbantex 

Sad ruin proves their loft* 

L. Crafty. [A/ide.] I am not apt to be weak.-^But, 
really, I think, I feel more agitations tharvone. [To 
Sally.] My dear creature compofe yourfelf. A fine 
woman fhould not be angry at the effefts of her 
T*wn charms : and, upon my word, I did not mean 
to affront you. 

- Sally. Not mean to affront me!— 1 never met 
with fuch infupportable rudenefs before, fince I 
was 'Mr, Worthy's wife. But oh! let me not refledt 
I afn fo, when I experience, by this woful inftance, 
into what mifery, our deplorable condition muft 
plunge us>— The profpeft is too mortifying ; too 

^afflifting 
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affii&ing to be borne. — § Tis too mudv-**©o much 
—Oh— [Faints, and Lord Cxz£tj xattbes her in 
bis arms.* 

L. Crafty. ?Tis too much indeed. — I could not 
have .thought, by the lreelinefs of her looks, (he 
had futh a great mare of fenfibility. — But itVa fad 
thing to have. our. pride humbled, — Here! Who 
waits. — Bring fome water, and a knife, to cut the 
lady's lace. — How.it affe&$ me, to have fuch a 
lovely creature dying in my arms. — I muft not be 
flefli and blood, if 1 weFe apt mov'd. 

Sally. Oh! 

£. Crafty. She's coming to herfelf. There's no 
occafion for affiftance. 

Sally. Oh ; fpare yovir officious care for me.— 
Strive not to call back a life, you have made 
wretched to excefs. — Let me retire, I beg, my 
Iprd ; or I (hall relapfe into the fame ftate. 

L. Crafty. No, my dear madam, we muft not 
partfo. After what has paft, I cannot poffibljr 
let you go without putting. dungs in the way of 
future good underftanding. — Matters are not fo 
defperate, you know, butthat we may eafily find 
a remedy yet. Come, dry up thofe tears : and all 
will be well. 

Sally. Alas! it is impoffible. Were you to Ihow 
\is any favour, it mult be for reafons, that fhould 
make me fly you. 

L. Crafty. You are. too fufpicious and fcrupu- 
lous. Conficjer your hufband's fixation. — Hij 
ruin will now lye at your own door, if you perfift 
in this over-fqueami(h behaviour. [Afide.\ She 
has grpat fimphcity and ignorance of the world. 

Sally. Oh,prefs not too far thatplea. The anxiety^ 
I have for his welfare, takes place of every other 
pnotive ^nd . fgntiinent. It may make me ftifle a 
juft refentment; or wave that nicety in my conduA, 

.which 
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^btch ^vtfjr woman of honour e&gRt ftriftly fo 
tbfeive; But, if 1 IHotrW liften (0 ybu^ flatter me 
not again with vain expectations, to fink me, here- 
after, into mere intriecaUe difappcuiitment. 

L. Crafty. [Takes berbarid and gives ft skifs.') Bf 
this kifs, 1'to fincefo I Will convince yod imihfrl 
diatply of it. [Goes toibe dear.] Mr., jfcfi/riflto 

. - : • — * 

Enter Minute. 

Have we any good place vacant I 

AC*. [Looking in bis memorandumfook^^&iC) 
my lord. You directed me to put down Mr. forfei- 
ts// for the laft. 

L. Crafty. I did fo.-^That place is a v^rtf fcand- 
fome pftfvilion. — Scratch his liai/.t-ouc Af yotrf 
book -, and pot in Mr. Wtortbfs. Tivv c are weighty 
reafons, why the Toitibw'ell fiimify ffcoiild not W 
|>tit off t but I would make eveft them wait, j in 
iuch an urgent cafe as this. 

Min. It fliafl be fmmaualty done, my 13rd, 

[EMt Miriiitei 

L. Crafty. Well flow, I hop£, you forgive me : 
and that we fhall be clofe friends. [Taking bfr 
land.'] You muft forget all that's paft;- and feal mf 
pardon. [Gives her a kifi.] [Jfide.] By all that's 
charming, fliers as fweet as a rbfd 

Sally. But, my lord, will you hot forget agaiii 
after. all, when I am gdrie. " Confided in whit a 
fituation, Mr. Worth) and I are. What £ou ptoi. 
mife admits of no delay, without the moff dfftMfs*- 
ful inconveniences to us. 

JL Crafty. Nor fhall it meet With any. 1*11 hafvfc 
rhe grant difpatch'd inftantly. But, my dear angel, 
you will have fome companion in return for me.— 
Surely you will not leave rfie in diftrefs, after I 
have made you eafy. 

Sally. 
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fafy> Companion, my ford) How can you he 
an fchjeft of my compaffionB 

L. Crifty. Thofe eyes, thofe mifchievous eyes, 
have kindled fuck a flame; But yet there is fuch a 
ibftnets in then* ; fuch a fyeetnei* in your whole 
look ; that I cannot think you would be outrage- 
oufly inexorable to me, after my readineis to forve 
you. 

A I R X, 

Xw *y*s bavefet my foul onfire\ 

Love brifldyfans the raging flame. 
fThis conflagration of (Ufire> 

Extinguifb : or you're much to blame* 
Lei kindnefs quench the glowing l/eat. 

Let pityfootb the tort 9 ring pain. 
Tfrfavemh humbly I intr eat: 

Cpnfume me not with your difdain. 

Sally. Oh fy, my lord, I cannot understand you. 
Sure you would not take advantage of my grati- 
tude. But not even that, great as it is, can ftagger 
my conftancy to Mr. Worthy. 

L. Crafty. No, no. But remember, my charmed, 
what is further in my power. For his fake, a little 
indulgence might be allowed. As I told you be- 
fore, you are facrificing his intereft, by being fa 
rigoroufly coy. I'm fure you will, on that account, 
overlook fome trifles, which the eagernefs of mjr 
love may make, me extort. [Taking koldqf her band, 
and kijjing it. 

Sa}ly. But this is a ftrange time, my loiti, to talk 
to me of love, when my thoughts are fo taken 
up with the embarraflment of our affairs. ' How 
cap your lordfhip think,, . your gallantry can have 
any effeft in fuch a fitdation. 

Z*. Crafty. Very right j vef y right. I had for- 
got 
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-got, 1 was giving you bread for to-morrow, and 
differing you to ftarve to-day. But here, take 
this bank-note, it will provide neceffimes till the 
lalary becomes due. I never love to half-do £ 
thing, when 'tis in my power to go through, with 
it. 

: Sally. Oh, my lord, it wounds my delicacy, to 
lay myfelf .under fuch obligations. Though, for 
dear Mr. Wortbfs fake, I muft, as you advifeef, 
wave being over-nice in th£ pfefent exigencies.— 
But your lordfhip is growing too good. — It is ha- 
zardous to ftay any longer with you, after this ex- 
ceeding great kindnefs, joined to fo many other—* 
other — Upon my word, I was going to fay a 
foolifh thing. 

L. Crafty. [A/ide.] I thought I fliould bring her 
round. — The artlefs creature was going to make 
me the confidant of her weaknefs for me, without 
intending it.— *What a confummate pitch of (kill 
it is, to manage thefe women as one will •, fpite of 
all their pride, virtue, and attachment to others. 
\fo Sally.] But, if you think me become very gopd, 
you fliould encourage me to continue fo, by your 
own example. — If you muft go, let me know, 
when Pm to fee you again. — I fliall languifh till 
then.— rAt what time, and where, fliall I meet you, 
to deliver the grant of the place. 

Safiy. That would be too much trouble for your 
lordfhip. It may be conveyed to me fome other 
way. 

L. Crafty. No, I muft deliver it myfelf, elfe I 
fliould not reap the pleafure I propofe. There h 
a good old lady, a relation of mine, at whofe houfe 
we may meet very conveniently, two or three hours 
hence. 

Sally. Not for the world, my lord. — That's too 

much for roe to rifle*— I dare not, nor will I, fee 

3 - ycu 
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you $ny \wjterje but # toome-W5fou may ctitafc td 
me thereat the time, youtiave mentioned; and 1 
will J>e re^dy tp receive your lord(hip.-*-My huf- 
band will be .Witt fcUe J could not do fo. For be- 
mud not know any thing of what's pad, till I pre- 
pare ^impropg-Ly for, it. 

£• $r$fy> Vf^}!, Jet it-bfib then.-rBut Vm all 
ijapatipaee. 

3WJ% Yoitf Ipndihip npay come as food as you 
pleafe. I JftxaU go diredtly hpme. [Exeunt. 

Sctnp, A Room in L»ri Crafty'j Hmfe. 
Meanwell and Emilia. 

Mean. (With a paper in bis band.) My dear 
Emilia, this eoncraft gives me the greatest joy j 
and has femov'd my fears of lofing'you. — But, to 
augment my pleafure, an opportunity offers, that 
affords fome hopes, I lhall immediately obtain lord 
Craftfs <confent * for which, I have a form here 
ready prepar*d. 

Em. That would be lucky indeed. But I cannot 
imagine by what means, you will induce him to 
fwhajgftod^. 

bfcan* Jt is pot proper jto explain the whole of 
that jto yQM ; at prefent.— I rpuft only intimate, that; 
it i& in ccytfequtopp ,pf £ little plot contriv'd, by Mr. 
Vfertky> to prevail on lord Crafty to do him juftice. 
•— Jt wsre tp be wjfh'd, however, you ihould be af 
hand* when the attempt is raad$, that we may re- 
SQncite his lordjhip to the means * we have m*d f 
wk^n they come to be iy\ravjeU\l. 

Mm. At wtet time, and where, do you wi(h, I 
ftiould go. 

Mean. The .fcepe will be at Wortbfs boufe. 
But, thither, it would not be fo fit for you to come, 
till ypur uncle may think your prefence agreeable. 

E However, 
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However, there is a reputable milliner's clofe by, 
where you may go, attended by your woman; and 
ftay till your appearance be requifitc. — By a met 
fage, I have received from Worthy, the time will be 
about an hour hence. 

Em. In extraordinary Cafes, the rigour of deco- 
rum muft be a little difpens'd with. And I con- 
fider you, Mr. Meanwell, as fp much intereftcd in 
every thing that concerns me, as well from the union 
of our heatts, as the contract we have juft enter'd 
into, that I cannot doubt you would lead me to \ 
take an imprudent ftep.' But/ after alj, if it be 
wrong, I muft plead the excufe of love. 

A I R XI. 

Imperial love, whofe mighty /way, 

Thy fubjefts ever muft obey. 
Whofe dictates are theftrongeft laws: 

Controlling each inferior caufe. 
Pride 9 s quick alarms ', ft em reafon's call, 

Are, by thy mandates ', Jilenc'd'all. x 

Thy rule, I own, and bend to thee, 

Difdaining even to be free. 

Mean. I am much oblig'd to you for your con* 
fidence in me. There's the direction to the milli- 
ner's. We ftiall fend you a fummons there, when 
your attendance is wanted.-— In the mean time, I 
will go to Worthy's, to get further information what 
is to be don?. [Going. Returns back.] But, my 
dear Emilia, I feel a kind of reludtant dread to fet 
out on this bufinefs. — I find fo much fatisfa&ion 
in the hopes I've conceiv'd of fuccefs, that a difap- 
pointment would produce the moft cruel regret.— 
My agitations would almoft deprive me of the power 
of proceeding, were it not for this encouragement^ 
that I go with the aflurance of your tendereft wifhes 
I may prevail, and of your fympathetic pity, Ihould 
I be fo unfortunate as to fail. 

AIR 
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AIR XII. 

My pregnant hopes, that teem with joy* 

Elate my wav'ring mind. 
My fears depreffive, ftill deftroy\ 

Their glad 9 ning pow'r I find. 
Sufpended thus in anxious doubt , 

By each firong pajfxoris gujl> 
My bounding heart is toft about \ 

Nor meets firm ground of truft. 
Determine fate, my happy lot : 

Grant me this one defire. 
Each other wijhjhall be forgot : 

More will I not require. [Exeunt. 

Scene, A Room in WorthyV Houfe. 
Worthy and Sally. 

Wor. Well, Sally, your contrivance of a way, for 
us to make Lord Crafty confent to MeanwelFs mar- 
rying Emilia, is a mafterly ftroke; and will fhow 
your fuperiority in politics : though he has great 
abilities in the modern way. But, in my affair, 
take care, when Lord Crafty gives you the grant, 
to fecure it immediately out of his power. 

Sally. Never fear me. He (hall as foon rob me, 
of what every woman can defend, when there is 
fair play, as get the parehment from me, when it 
is once in my hands. 

Enter WorthyV Servant. 

Serv. Mr. Meanwell inquires, fir, if you are at 
home. ' 

War. Show him in. 

El Enter 
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Enter Meantfetf. 

Wor. Sir, this is the j>f dent Mrs! Worthy \ to whole 
intereft with Lord Crafty^ I hope, within an hour or 
two, to owe apfovifiohj-tftat wffi rtiake me happy \ 
and to have an opportunity of fervirig yovi, in the 
caufe you have fo much at heart. 

Mean. Mrs. Worthy is a very fine woman : and 
I cannot wonder at her intereft with any man. But 
you rejoice me much, by this intimation of the 
profpedt of fuccefs in your dfefign.— Emilia is in 
the neighbourhood clofc by : and, if there be oc- 
cafion for her preferice, Ibe will wait pn her uncle 
at a moment's warning. 

Wor. That's very r/ell.^-But do you ftay with 
me : and, while Sally fiqifbes the negotiation with 
Lord Crafty on my concern, I will inform you, how 
we muft go about to manage your affair. [Knock* 
ing without. 1 But here he comes* We muft retire 
into this room, [Exeunt Wortfiy anf MeanwelU 

Enter Lord Crafty, 

Sally. Your moft humble fcrvant, my lord. Ypt* 
are very punctual. ; \ 

L. Crafty. Punctual ! He muft be infenfibleah-» 
deed, that would not be fo, to meet fuch a chanjH 
ing woman as yourfelf,- If love had animated the 
fingers of the duli clerks, who were preparing the 
grant for Worthy's place, as much as it does every 
part of me, they would have difpatch'd it quicker; 
and I fhould* have been happy fcidhef. 

Sally. You are very gallant, my; lord; /( B«t I 
love men of fpirit.— Were I ever to make a tripj, 
it would bejuft fuch a iprightly. addrefs* thstt njuft 
hurry me to it, * 

' ■ ' AIR 
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AIR XIII. 

<fhe fond fwain, that fhould forte me to yield* 
Muji be lively and brijk as the mdrn: 

Fr&M all drones > Iffy virtue could Jhield; 
As I deem them an objefl of fcorn* 

She* who tamely fubmits to be gain 9 d 3 

- In contempt muji etfpeft to be held. 

To r$ftame % our fen ate ordain' d\ 
Andrejiftanee^ byfpiriti is queWd. 

L. Crafty. Is that yoiir real fentiment, my dear 
treasure.— Let tfre thus thank you then for the com- 
pliment. [Gives her a kifs, and offers to repeat it. 

Sally. [Repulfing him.'] Indeed, my lord, you 
have thank'd me very heartily once. — I am quite 
fatisfied, without your repeating it. 

L. Crafty. Come, come; lay afide this referve. 
I was in hopes, my love, and zeal, to ferve you, 
tvould procure feme kinder return.*-*But, if you 
will nor grant jne my right, I muft take it- \Offm 
to kifs her. 

Sally. [Still repulfing him.] But, my dear lord, 
have fome confideration for poor Mr. Worthy, — 
Recolleft I am h b i ^n . 
, L. Crafty. Oh ay, that's right.— I proteft, I had 
forgot ih give you the grant* But here it is.— 
Y^U fefe What C0niiderarion y I have §>r him. [Gives 
hr ttegrafit. . 

.Sally. [After having looked upon the grant.] But 
fealty, my lord, is this doot in a fecure and fafe 
inanner ? May I, for once, depend upon your 
hotaour ? "Think* if y6u tatpofe on me, to what 
drfpfcratiote, I fhali be drivtn,-*-Think, what may 
be the fatal confequences of fuch defpair to your* 
ftlfi«*-TlK traitor, who fhould involve me in fuch 
ruin, Ihould fink with me to perdition. 

£. Crafty. [Aftde.] I am glad the grant is. made 
\ • * fairly* 
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fairly. This is a very high fpiritcd woman. There 
is no trifling with her. I thought fo ail along. 
[To Sally.] By Venus* and all the powers of love, 
the grant is valid, as far as writing, and feals can 
make it. I defy the whole bar to find a flaw in 
it. — But come, be grateful ; be grateful. You 
know, I have a great deal more in my power than 
this. 

Sally. You'll give me leave, my lord, to put this 
parchment in a fafe place for fear of accidents. 
[Goes into the room where Worthy and Meanwell are. 

L. Crafty. Now I think, I have got over all dif- 
ficulties. But thefe women, the firft time they go 
aftray, muft have a little compulfion to feve ap- 
pearances. Pll be brifk with her, when flie comes 
back. 

Enter Sally. 

Well, my dear, I have given a very good proof 
of my fondnefs for you. Let us now underftand 
each other. You are young and charming. I am 

I- 1 1 am in a fituation to make your 

fortune. 

Sally. Any thing reafonable, mylord. 

L. Crafty. Every thing is reafonable: every 
thing is reafonable.— But, if you will give nothing, 
I muft feize every thing. • [Kijfes her. 

Sally. Fy, my lord, I cannot bea* it : [Repulfing. 
him gently !\ and this front room expofes thefe li- 
berties to be feen. 

L. Crafty. It docs fo. I underftand you. . We'B 
go into the back room, I dare fay it's more con- 
venient. — [Taking bold of ber hand to lead her. 

Sally. Indeed, my lord, I cannot — I will not 
ftir a ftep. 

X. Crafty. Not without a little help, you mean. 
—But itfs all the fame, as to that. 

AIR 
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A I R XIV. 

When a damfel perjifts to fay no, 

Never Jirive to extort from her yes. 
But* to blefs yoUy compel her to go j 

All her chiding fupprefs with a kifs. 
For, though fullen and angry fhe fem, 

At the bottom^ 'tis only grimace. 
Never fear thus to lofe her efteem : 

She means only to fall with good grace. 

Well then, if you will be fore'd to go, you muft. [Clafps 
her in his arms \ and forces her feemingfy, half unwil- 
ling, towards the door : giving her a kifs. At this 
time* Worthy enters at the fame door\ and meets him. 

Sally. Oh \ I'm ruin'd for ever. [Lord Crafty 
mitts her\ and fneaks into a corner with his hack to 
Worthy. 

Worthy. Ruin'd! abandon'd creature I If the 
worft ruin, that ever befel woman, were ten times 
multiplied, thou deferv'dft it. [Exit Sally. 

But who is this feducer : the partner of thy guilt. 
—Let's fee on whom it is, my juft refentment muft 
fall. [Turns Lord Crafty.] Ah, Lord Crafty ! afto- 
nifhing ! Come, my lord, words are vain. Draw 
this moment. — Draw, I fay. This cafe admits of 
no expoftulation. 

L. Crafty. Indeed I (hall not.— .The public are 
too much interested in me, to leave my life at my 
own difpofal. 

Wor. Paltry excufe. — Of the kind, which every 
coward makes, when he has injur'd a man of ho- 
nour. It fhall not fufficc. I muft have the fatis- 
fadlion of a gentleman : or I will inflift the moft 
fevere chaftifement. 

L. Crafty. Any other fatisfadtion but fighting.— 
Look you, Mr. Worthy % this is a difagreeable af- 

fair ft 
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fair, I own. But there is no harm done to yout 
wife yet: and -you arc a greater gainer, by what 
has paft, than you feem to know.— Let us explain 
matters— 1*11 leave you no reafon to comptaifl. 

Wor. No harm done to my wife! when (he's 
fedue'd to faMhood, her morals deprav'd, and her 
perfon rendered contemptible by a compliance to 
proftitution ! Bat you neafon, and judge, w your 
own mean groveling principles, and £eelir\gs. 

L. Crafty. So every man rauft. Don't be.tngry 
at that. . * 

Wor. Your offer of a compromife is of the fame 
ftamp, — But know* that I efteem it an infuit, and 
an additional provocation. Therefore draw; oV 
this moment, I will fatiate my revenge on your 
perfon. 

L. Crafty, Nay, then I muft fecure it by alarm* 
Help! Murder! 

Enter Meanwell. 

. Mem. Worthy! what's the matter here? My 
dear friend, fare you are not going Jto afiafifoate 
l*ord tCraftf. I mwft iatLerpofe. [Stqps in between 
, Worthy pad. Lord Cx^hy. 

L. Crafty. [4/tt e '] 1 am glad feme help is come* 
—But Iwtih, it had been any body eife rather than 
my niece's acquaintance. 

Jffo. :Stop not the courfe of «»y juft rtfentment. 
t will kave fewoge. Swh juries are not to be 

cndurM Mr. MeanwelU his life or mine muft 

caicel them. Kotce&tent with iriy ruiq, hp Jias 
diihonoured me in my wife. 

Mean. This iadoed m*k«5 it a very delicate 
cafe*— I don't know well jwtat.to &y toit r ; nor 
how to interfere. ' 

Wor. Meanwell, you opght not : you fhall not 
interfere.— *Stand by ; and let me treat the wretch 

as 
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tfg he merits. He fhall carry home marks, that 
will rcprel^nt the colour of his guilt. 

Mean. But ? my dear friend, moderate your vio-* 
lence a little. Retire a moment > and let me fee, 
if I can't perfuade Lord Crafty to give you pro- 
per fatisfa&ion. — If I fail, you muft ufe your plea* 
fure. But lep nie beg this of you. — Let me con- 
jure you to do. it : as you regard our long friend- 
ihip. i 

Wor. Mr. Meanwell, as you put it on that foot- 
ing, I will retire awhile. — But it is much againft 
my will. — Keep me ryot long in fuipenfe* Confidet 
in what ftate, I feel myfel£ 

AIR. XV. 

The hnnell'd rnaftiff tbusfurveys 

At night tbe ruffian fell. 
Tbe chain , bis fury, fcarcely ft ays j 

Or can bis force repel. 
He growls to let tV invader go, 

By no outgardy witbftood. 
He yearns hisflejh, and bones* to gnaw \ 

Andfatiate rage with blood. [Exiti 

Mean. I'll faften the door, that 1 his fury may 
not bring him back upon us, before we have had 
time to confidcr matters. [Faftens tbe door* 

L. Crafty. Ay, pray do : make it faft. 

'Mean. Well, my lord, this is an untoward af- 
fair. Mr. Worthy is a gendeman.— I don't fee 
there is any thing to be done, but to give him 
fatisfaftion. 

L. Crafty. Any thing reafonable: but indeed I 
will not fight. It is toot proper for a man in my 
fituation. The oppofition fometimes fight •, and fo 
do a few of the right fide, when they are coming 
forwards*— -But you can hardly quote any prece- 
F dent 
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deht of it in a man in high power. [Afide.'] Thetfft 
nothing to be got, and much to be loft by it, 
then. 

Mean. I am afraid, this cvafion will neither pafs 
with him, nor the public. People, who ,are above 
a challange, fhoula be above giving occafion for 
any. But, if this be your refolution, I muft leave 
you to fettle matters for yourfclf, as well as you 
can. I (hall beg of my friend to abate of his fury. 

[Going towards the door. 

L. Crafty. Mr. MeanwelU don't leave me with 
this hot, paffionate man. — Indeed he may murder 
me, when you are gone. 

Mean. No. I hope not. But, would you have 
me rifk my own life, and give him fatisfa&ion in 
your place : which muft be the confequence of rtiy 
meddling further. 

L. Crafty. Let me beg of you^ to try what you 
can do in a peaceable way. It is an ugly affair. — » 
I heartily wifli myf^lf out of it.« — You feem to have 
grjeat influence over him. — I (hall efteem }t as a 
vaft obligation : and you (hall find me grateful. 

Mean. Poffibly, my lord, as far as the maxims 
of refin'd politics would admit. But meer pro- 
mifes would not avail with me, my lord, if I were 
difpofed to intermeddle in this mktter. 

L. Crafty. Name the thing then, I can do for, 
you : and I will give you the beft fecurity, I am 
able, for the performance. 

Meanwell. You really will? 

L. Crafty. I will. 

Medti* Then, my lord, there is a method, I 
have thought of, by which, I may affift you* But 
you muft perform one thing firft, I fliall aflc of 
you. It is not, however, either unreafonable, or 
unfair. But, on the contrary,, what you ought t6 



do. 



L. Crafty; 
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. L. Craftyi I wiih nothing more than to do it* 
then. 

Mean. I cannot poffibly, tinder the pretence of 
friendlhip to younelf, plead in your behalf, with 
Worthy : becaufe he knows, I have th< grcateft 
difguft at your behaviour to him. But* as a rela- 
tion, I fhould have a pretence. Now you muft 
give content for me to marry your niece Emilia: 
and by that means, you make me one.— It is ab- 
folutely neceflary to my fuccefs in what yoi* defire ; 
and the very thing, you have juft now promis'd 
to do for me. 

X. Crafty. No : no.-— I'll do fomething much 
better, Til make a place on purpofe fooner than 
not fatisfy you. — My niece's fortune is no object 
fo a man of your eftate. 

Mean. I grant that. — Her fortune is not, as yoi* 
fay, of great confequence.to my intereft. But her 
perfon is of the greateft to my happinefs.-— I muft 
infift on the promife.— It is the only terms, on 
which, I can, or will, fcrve you. 

L. Crafty, I am forry, I cannot comply wjthjt. 
—But I have great views for Emilia : and have 
made other engagements,, irom which there is no 
receding. Belides, I cannot undertake to force 
her againft her inclinations : and I have met with 
fo many refufals, I believe* it would be a fufficient 
reafon for her to rejedfc you» that I fhould recom- 
mend you. 

Mean. If that be all, I can remove both thefe 
obje&ions immediately. This will convince you, 
at the fame time, of the impracticability of your . 
own views * and of the certainty of your meeting 
with no difficulty, as to her accepting me. [Giving 
him a paper.] It is only a contract of marriage * 
betwixt her and rayfelf, executed, I affure you, in 
due form. 

L. Crafty. What can all this mean ! Surely fome 
F % mali- 



Digitized by 



Google 



* 3 6 :) 

malicious demon has been meddling m my affairs 
to-day. 

Mean. Come, my lord, here is another material 

Faper: a declaration of your confent to the match, 
propofe: and, luckily, here's a pen and ink ready 
— figh if you pkafe : fince your lordfhip's difficul- 
ties are all removed. 

X. Crafty. Very fine, indeed f 

Mean. Your lordfhip faid, you could have no 
obje&ion to fuch an aft of juftice. Indeed there 
is fo little room for obje&ion, that I had this in- 
ftrument prepared, in order to have laid it before 
ydur lordfhip the firft opportunity: and happily 
this adventure furniflies a very good one, 

L. Crafty. 1 will not be hurried into fuch a mat- 
ten — Free me from this.embarraflment: and, t 
d&re fay, I (hall have no objeftion to it afterwards. 

Mean. No, my lord, you are a great ftatefman. 
And therefore I muft proceed on lure ground on 
this occafion. Befides, I cannot with propriety 
interfere in Worthy's afiair, unlefs you give me % 
right to call myf^lf your nephew, 

AIR XVI. 

. Forjnyfriend\ or my miftreffs fake, 

I would ever be ready to fight. 
But think not, that your part, Iwill tate x 

While you meanly deny me my right. 
An offender > to far een from juft wrath. 

Will appear but afotty moft vain : 
So to vengeance, I open the path, 

?hat due punifhmenty you may obtain. 

Wot. [Within, trying to open the door."] Mr, 
Meanwetl p Mr. Meanwell, you ufe me very ill, by 

this 
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this delay. — I will not be trifled with. Leave my 
houfe inftantly ; and fuffer me to do myfelf juftice: 
or I will call on you for the fatisfa&ion, you pre-, 
vent me from having. — Open the door: or 1 will 
make fhort work with it myfelf. 

Mean. You hear, my lord, it is juft as I faid. I 
tnuft open th^ door ; and leave you. When you 
get well enough again to fee company, 1*11 waic 
on you to talk of the marriage affair. In the mean 
time, your very humble fervant. [Going. 

£. Crafty. Hold ; hold : yoy are in a terrible 
great hafte. 

Mean. Hade ! Why he would break down the 
door in an inftant, you hear: and then I fhould be 
involv'd in the quarrel : which I don't chufc to be 
hurried into. 

L. Crafty. Well, well, ftop him then ; and give 
me the paper. [Gives him the paper. 

. Mean. Stay one moment, dear Mr. Worthy \ arid 
we (hall have concluded. 

L. Crafty. But will you engage, I fhall not be 
any further ill us'd ? 

Mean. I will efcort you fafc out of this houie^ 
(hould I hazard my life in it. 

L. Crafty. [Aftd*.] That's a good thing. For 
if he cut your throat ; or you get hang'd for cut- 
ting his, which there's an equal chance of; the 
confent to the marriage will be void in effeft.— 
[To Meanwell.] Well there, 'tis done. 

Mean. 'Tis enough, my lord. I will let him in;' 
?nd try to pacify hitp. 

L. Crafty. Had we pot better talk to him through 
the door firft. 

Mean. No: no: Never fear. — He'll not hurt 
piy uncle. [Opens the door. 

Enter 
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Enter Worthy and Sally. 
\Lord Crafty fteps behind Meanwell.} 

Mean. Mr. Worthy he cool; and hear me. — My 

'lord Crafty has doqe me the honour, to admit of 

my alliance with him. He has freely given me his 

tonfent, under his hand, to marry Mifs Emilia.— 

Here is the declaration. Is it not fo my lord ? 

L. Crafty. Yes, yes, I have : I have. 

Mean. Now, confidering his lordfhip at prefent 
as my uncle, I beg you will hear reafon : as I arri 
fo much interefted in the event. 

War. Mr. Meanmll* for your fake, I would gtva 
tip any refentment. — But, as my Lord Crafty has 
ruin'd this lady, for I (hall no longer call her my 
svife how, fince we are on the point of feparation* 
I muft infift, he will engage on his honour to pro- 
vide for her, to keep her out of the way of further 
temptation. — Thefe arc my terms. 

Mean. Do you confent, my lord. ' • * 

JL. Crafty. I do. [JJide.] I have no great objec- 
tion to this condition if there be none etfe* — She's 
a fweet woman: and I can quarter her dn fome 
place or pcnfion; or let her difpofe of fomc finafl 
offices, when they are vacant. 
• Wvr. Well then, my lord^ I forgive your defign 
of trefpaffing on my right : as I really have no le- 
gal property in this lady. 
: L. Crafty. What! Is flie not your wife? 

Wor. No certainly. She has only taken that 
name for your lordfhip's amufement on this occa- 
fion. " ~ . 

L. Crafty. Not your wife ! ThatVworfe than all 
the reft.— This is an infamous fraud and impofitioii 
— I will profecute you all for cheats \ and expofe 
your, villainy to the public 

Mean. 
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* Mean. And, at the fam3 thne f do yourfelf the 
honour, my lord, of exhibiting to the world, the 
brave, generous, juft, dnd wife 1 part, you have 
a&cd in this affair yourfelf.— I fancy your lordfhip 
is too niodeft, to make fuch a parade of your vir- 
tue, and great talents. 

War. With refpeft to myfelf, I defpife any 
threats, my lord. I have obtained nothing, but 
what is my due. — As to the means, no other re- 
fource was left me. — For, not being verfed in po- 
litics, I was not able to cope with your lonjfhip : 
and fo I luckily procured one to a& for me: who 
it feems, has proved an over match for you, on 
a fair trial of flrilL As to Sally, its true, fhe has 
received a hundred pounds from you : but, my 
lord, (he's a girl of honour ; and will not, perhaps* 
at a proper time/ refufe the confederation you ex- 
pelted for it. 

Sally. Let me fpeak for myfelf Mr. Worthy.— 
As to what I have got for you I am prou4 of it. 
But as to the hundred pounds, I fcorn to gain a 
guinea by any artifice whatever : and fo here's the 
note back, my lord. - 

L. Crafty. No: if, you are capable of making 
the offer, i (hall not take it. You (hall not out-: 
do me x every way. 

Wor. Riglit, my lord : and I claim your pro* 
mife of providing for her. — You fee, fhe is a girl 
of ingenuity, and fpirit : frail, I acknowledge, but 
not abandon'd. — Your lordfhip may prevent that * 
and thereby do a meritorious thing. But we muft 
now introduce one more into the happy company. 
Mifs Emelia waits in the next room, to thank "' 
Lord Crafty for his confent to make good her 
engagements with Mr. MtanwelL {Exit. 

L. Crafty. Emilia t Was fhe too in this plot 
againft me. I could not have expe&ed that of 
hfer. She has made good her promife, indeed, of 

giving 
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giving me a fample o£fher talents in Mr. M&an* 
well's cafe. — I fee I was vain : and. greatly over* 
rated the abilities of a ftatefman compared to thofe 
of women. 

Mean. I muft juftify Mifs Emilia againft that 
fufpicion, by affuring you, my lord, (he was not 
*t all in the plot. And, as I have the honour of 
confidering myfelf in the light of your relation, I 
think it right, to aflure you further, that 'I had 
not the leaft (hare, in contriving it; nor was in- 
formed of any particulars^ till your iordfhip had 
made the appointment to come here. , 

L. Crafty. I am glad of that. 

Mqzn. For what has pafied fince, I afk your par- ' 
don. 

L. Crafty. Well, well, I am pleas* d. after all, its 
no wbrfe : and that Emilia does not know of it.— . 
Let it go no further : and we are all friends. 

Enter Worthy and Emilia, 
Whom Mean well hands, to Lord Crafty. 

Mean. My Lord, we humbly return you our 
joint thanks for your kind confent to our marriage* 
We (hall endeavour, on every occafion, to merit 
that favour, which has rendered us extremely 
happy. 

Em. Let me aflure your. Iordfhip too, that the 
fentiments, Mr. Meanwell has cxpreft, fill my breaft 
in the moft lively manner. 

a i r xvn. 

The earneft grateful thanks accept, 

That from our hearts do flow : 
Since joys, from your confent \ are reapt % 

Which blifs complete bejlow* 

h 
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In painful doubt j and fad fufpenfe, 

We paft each tedious hour, 
^hepleaftng cure, you thus dijpenfe. 

By kindefi ufe of pwr, 

L. Crafty. You have the confent heartily; and 
may depend on my contributing all, I can, to ad- 
Vance the happinefs, you fay is owing to ft. 
\ Wor. Spoken with the fpirit of a man of prin- 
ciple. Confefs, my lord, if you do not enjoy the 
exquifite fatisfa&ion, of difpenfing content ? and 
lafting happinefs to this company, more than the 
tranfitory alloy'd exultation, of triumphing, by bafe 
means, in points, that only regard an unneceffary 
increafe of your power, and riches. 

L. Crafty. I do, Mr. Worthy. — I am a convert ; 
and will refign all public concerns, that I may 
live as you do; and cultivate thofe fentiments, 
and afFe&ions, which I find render you fo fupe- 
rior to myfelf, notwithftanding my exterior ad- 
vantages. 

Em. This day will be then doubly bleft to me. 
—To gain a hulband" in the only man, I have 
ever lov'd; and an affe&ionate friend in my uncle > 
i$ the completion of all my wiflies. 

AIR XVIII. 

2*0 fejiive mirth, and pleafure gay, 

Tfow dedicate this happy day ; 
When fortune fpeeds our jufi defires : 

When full content our hearts infpires* 
In found melodious, raife the voice, 

Exprefs how truly we rejoice. 
Pro claim , in each energic fir aw, 

That love, and peace, tri&mpbant reign. 



g chorus: 
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CHORU S. 

Harmonk pttw'rs iomblm • 

jfe choral Jong «mj$i*. 
For ev'ry blifsfulgood we gain* . . 
Now lovc % and pact \ triumphant rtigm 
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